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‭FIRE ISLAND PINES FIRE DISTRICT‬
‭COMMISSIONER MEETING APRIL 12, 2025‬

‭MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN BOSS AT 12:35 P.M.‬
‭Pledge of Allegiance recited by all,with the exception of Commissioner Coluccio,‬
‭followed by a moment of silence.‬

‭Present:‬

‭Walter Boss, Chair‬
‭Holly Rhodes-Teague, Vice Chair‬
‭Eugene Cook‬
‭Rosemary Coluccio‬
‭Robert McGarity - Not Present‬
‭Richard Barry, Secretary‬
‭Robert Marzella, Treasurer‬
‭Kyle Merker, Department Chief‬

‭MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC:   Joseph Micheels‬

‭SECRETARY’S REPORT‬

‭Will need to find the correct address for Brownie to send “Thank You” for shipment of vehicles.‬

‭There was a conversation regarding the March meeting minutes, concerning Snow Removal.‬
‭We will have a discussion with our Board Attorney for suggestions on how to handle the matter.‬

‭Town sent a note regarding our notice to renegotiate the Water Island contract.  The Town will‬
‭be looking into our request.   We have proposed a 3% increase each year for the next five‬
‭years.  Currently we will maintain fire coverage.  We will instruct our Attorney to advise the Town‬
‭that they need to have something in writing within sixty days.  Verbally the Town has agreed to‬
‭our request.  The Department has made a proposal of 30% split of the proceeds.  The Board‬
‭currently seems to be in agreement with that figure.‬

‭TREASURER’S REPORT‬

‭We discussed the Audit and our accountants and some of their suggestions.  In the future the‬
‭payroll register will be attached to vouchers.  Spoke of other controls to be put in place and that‬
‭the budget will be loaded into Quickbooks for monthly reports at meetings.‬

‭We deducted for paid family leave, but that is not an expense we are supposed to have.  We‬
‭now have to give the money back to the employees that had been previously deducted.  We had‬
‭never opted in to this program.‬
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‭MOTION MADE by Commission Cook, seconded by Commissioner Rhodes-Teague‬
‭concerning the repair of 5-28-10 for an additional $121.00.  All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭We discussed outstanding vouchers and pending motions.  It was decided to do one‬
‭motion for all of the following items:‬

‭Brinkmann’s Hardware‬ ‭$    16.18‬
‭Robert T. Fuchs, Esq.‬ ‭$  523.00‬
‭Teague Services‬ ‭$  675.00‬
‭Patchogue Advance‬ ‭$     54.00‬
‭Glafelter Specialty Benefits‬ ‭$2,536.00‬
‭Fire News‬ ‭$   240.00‬
‭NAPA‬ ‭$     55.00‬
‭Brinkmann’s Hardware‬ ‭$     99.00‬
‭Robert T. Fuchs, Esq.‬ ‭$   756.00‬
‭Robert Marzella‬ ‭$   142.00‬
‭Firematic‬ ‭$1,412.00‬
‭Arthur Nielsen (ck paid to NYS)‬ ‭$   300.00‬
‭Bank of America Credit Card‬ ‭$1,125.00‬
‭Firematic (5-28-10 light, roll bar)‬ ‭$   424.00‬
‭Teague Services‬ ‭$   675.00‬
‭Don Kohllep‬ ‭$   500.00‬
‭Bank of America Credit Card‬ ‭$   108.46‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner Coluccio in the‬
‭amount of $9,640.46.  All Commissioners voted in favor, except Commissioner Rhodes-Teague‬
‭abstained from voting on Teague Services’ vouchers.‬

‭We discussed page six of the Treasurer’s report and the LOSAP administrator.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner Coluccio  to‬
‭accept the Treasurer’s report.  All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭-‬ ‭CHIEF’S REPORT‬ ‭-‬

‭ALARMS:‬

‭#4067‬ ‭3/25/25‬ ‭Cherry Grove Dock & Holly Walks - Auto Alarm‬

‭DRILLS:‬
‭#1385‬ ‭4/12/12‬ ‭Communications Drill‬

‭MEETINGS:‬
‭#1482‬ ‭4/12/25‬ ‭Department Meeting‬
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‭MEMBERSHIP STATUS:‬
‭Keith Connor Beutel - FF1‬
‭Christian Halpin - FF1‬
‭Larry Nicosia - Probation ended‬
‭Jake Tindley - Probation ended‬
‭Matt Huang - Probation ended‬
‭Robert Liquori - Probation ends next month‬

‭Requests/Comments:‬
‭Seven New Applicants for Department.  Six have met with officers and department members.‬
‭One still needs to meet with both.‬
‭C. Teague; S. Kolk; K. Call; A. Tingle; C. Navas; A. Gam.‬
‭Michael Schiavone will be voted on at the next department meeting.‬
‭All arson checks came back okay.‬
‭A conversation was had that we will now pay for seven new physicals with these applicants.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Rhodes-Teague, seconded by Commissioner Cook‬
‭for the acceptance of C. Teague, S. Kolb, K. Call, A. Tingle, C. Navas and A. Gam as new‬
‭probationary members of the fire department.  All Commissioners voted in favor.  These‬
‭members will be able now to get their physicals on the beach.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Rhodes-Teague and seconded by Commissioner‬
‭Cook for Michael Schiavone to be able to get his physical, pending approval by department‬
‭membership.  All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭We will be having another recruiting event later this year.‬

‭Hopefully 2 sets of turnout gear will be arriving within the month‬
‭Gear cleaning we are still working on setting up a schedule.‬
‭SCBA bottles hopefully will be ordered in May 2025.‬

‭Purchase request:‬
‭Handheld radio batteries need to be replaced.  Found six packs, consisting of two batteries‬
‭each on Amazon.  Would like to order all for a cost of less than $1,000.00.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Chairman Boss, Seconded by Commissioner Rhodes-Teague for the‬
‭purchase of batteries in the amount of $1,000.00.  All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭Discussed Gear Racks in the firehouse.  We need additional racks to house current members‬
‭and new recruits.‬



‭4‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Coluccio, Seconded by Commissioner Cook in the‬
‭amount of $2,000.00 for the purchase of additional Gear Rack from GearGuard.  All‬
‭Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭We need to have blank log-books printed.  We are on our last set of blank books.  We are‬
‭awaiting pricing from the printer.  We may have to do a vote via email so we can have books for‬
‭the summer season.‬

‭-‬ ‭COMMITTEE REPORTS‬ ‭-‬

‭BUDGET & RECORDS - Commissioner Cook‬
‭Nothing to report.‬

‭INSURANCE & LOSAP - Commissioner Coluccio‬
‭Discussed updates; Fire District of NY cards have arrived and were turned over to the‬

‭Chief.  VFIS contacted us that effective next month VFIS is no longer sending out paper checks.‬
‭Four members need to provide information so they can get direct deposits of their payments.‬

‭GROUNDS, PR - Commissioner McGarity - Not present‬
‭We discussed the audit of our facilities and a vendor who has submitted a proposal, with‬

‭a cost of $10,000.00.  We need three written quotes, for this amount.  Everyone likes the idea‬
‭and feels it is important to do this, but we need other estimates.‬

‭ALARMS, ISO, OSHA CHANGES, BANK RECONCILIATIONS - Commissioner Rhodes-Teague‬
‭Pink Sheets were reviewed from 10/27/24 - 3/25/25.   Bank reconciliations were done up‬

‭to 3/31/25.‬

‭APPARATUS, EQUIPMENT, RADIOS - Chairman Boss‬

‭We discussed the generator bids, and we received a bid from Island Generator.  Commissioner‬
‭McGarity will discuss this at the next meeting.‬

‭All vehicles in the department are up and running.  We are still awaiting some bills.  All trucks,‬
‭and boardwalk vehicles are in working order for the beginning of the season.‬

‭OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS:‬

‭A discussion was had regarding our former Treasurer/Secretary.  All members agreed to have‬
‭our attorney reach out to the District Attorney’s office and find out how the matter is progressing‬
‭or if it has been resolved.  Commissioner Coluccio will provide the Detective’s contact‬
‭information, so we can provide that to Robert Fuchs, Esq.‬

‭MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:50 A.M.‬


