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‭FIRE ISLAND PINES FIRE DISTRICT‬
‭COMMISSIONER MEETING MAY 17, 2025‬

‭MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN BOSS AT 12:35 P.M.‬
‭Pledge of Allegiance recited by all,with the exception of Commissioner Coluccio,‬
‭followed by a moment of silence.‬

‭Present:‬

‭Walter Boss, Chair‬
‭Holly Rhodes-Teague, Vice Chair‬
‭Eugene Cook‬
‭Rosemary Coluccio‬
‭Robert McGarity‬
‭Richard Barry, Secretary‬
‭Robert Marzella, Treasurer‬
‭Kyle Merker, Department Chief‬

‭MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC: Joseph Micheels‬

‭SECRETARY’S REPORT‬

‭Discussion was had regarding the March 2025 meeting minutes.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner McGarity‬
‭to approve the March 8, 2025 meeting minutes. All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭Review of the April 12, 2025 meeting minutes.‬

‭MOTION‬‭MADE‬‭by‬‭Chairman‬‭Boss,‬‭seconded‬‭by‬‭Commissioner‬‭Coluccio‬‭to‬
‭approve‬‭the‬‭April‬‭12,‬‭2025‬‭meeting‬‭minutes.‬‭Commissioner‬‭Rhodes-Teague,‬‭Cook‬
‭voted in favor. Commissioner McGarity abstained.‬

‭Etryke‬‭has‬‭been‬‭listed‬‭on‬‭the‬‭Auctions‬‭International‬‭site‬‭for‬‭the‬‭last‬‭two‬‭weeks.‬‭Bidding‬
‭ended‬‭Friday‬‭night‬‭May‬‭16th‬‭at‬‭6‬‭p.m..‬‭We‬‭believe‬‭the‬‭highest‬‭bid‬‭was‬‭$1,500.00.‬‭The‬
‭Board agreed to move forward with whoever the highest bidder was.‬

‭As per Board’s direction, I spoke to Bob Fuchs and advised what we want done for the‬
‭Water Island Contract. There has been correspondence between the Assistant Town‬
‭Attorney and Attorney Fuchs which he forwarded on to all Board members. Also,‬
‭Attorney Fuchs has had several phone calls between Chief Mehrman and the Assistant‬
‭Town Attorney.‬
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‭I sent a note to all of you yesterday, listing the Town’s proposal, and the numbers that‬
‭our Treasurer ran for the five year contract. We will need to make a decision and let‬
‭Bob Fuchs know, so that he can notify the Town on what we need to do.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Chairman Boss, seconded by Commissioner McGarity to‬
‭accept the terms of the Town of Brookhaven’s proposal for the Water Island contract. It‬
‭calls for an increase of 9% this year, and then a 2% increase for the remaining four‬
‭years of the contract. All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭Commissioner Coluccio furnished me the business card of Detective Brian Wood, who‬
‭she dealt with, and I forwarded that information on to Bob Fuchs. He sent all‬
‭Commissioners a note on what was happening.‬

‭I also got a timeline from Bob Fuchs on what needs to be done for the voting, with the‬
‭dates of when things need to be filed.‬

‭Spoke to Steven House, Pension Administrator for us, and asked if we needed to have‬
‭a vote of the community if we changed our LOSAP plan to add more years of service.‬
‭While I had a conversation with him, I asked about costs for changing the monthly‬
‭payment to for example $15.00 per month. There is a cost for them to run the numbers‬
‭and give a projection based on our current census. The cost is $125.00 per hour, and‬
‭he claims most likely it would be four hours worth of time.‬

‭After receiving the Board approval via email, we have received various examples on‬
‭what and how to enhance the plan. The actuary will be at the meeting today at 1 p.m.‬
‭via zoom.‬

‭At 1 p.m. the actuary from VFIS, Patrick Galuska joined our meeting with an explanation‬
‭of our current benefit plan and suggestions for upgrading our plan for members.‬
‭Currently the members have a $10 benefit with a maximum of 30 years of service.‬
‭Some of our members are currently at the 30 year service max. To raise our plan to a 40‬
‭year service max, we would under a 10 year amortization rate, go from $41,868 to‬
‭$43,534.‬

‭We went on to further discuss options for a $15 benefit with 40 years of maximum‬
‭service and a $20 benefit with 40 years of maximum service.‬

‭We were advised that our rate of return last calendar year on our plan was 8.31%. The‬
‭illustrations that were calculated were based on a 5% rate of return.‬
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‭Whatever the Board decides there will need to be referendum language prepared for‬
‭members of the community to vote on whatever changes are proposed to the plan.‬

‭- TREASURER'S REPORT -‬

‭Discussed Budget to Actual, Profit and Loss statement through May 16th, 2025.‬
‭Discussed Payroll and Paid Family Leave and the Motions Report.‬

‭NAPA Batteries $ 184.00‬
‭Sayville Ferry Ticket $ 28.00‬
‭Brinkman’s Hardware Supplies $ 90.00‬
‭GoToCom Software $ 135.00‬
‭Craig, Fitzsimmons Accountant $10,495.00‬
‭Don Kohlhepp Contractor $ 2,850.00‬
‭Teague Services Servicing $ 406.00‬
‭Walter Boss Servicing $ 450.00‬
‭Pines Propane LP $ 153.00‬
‭Robert Fuchs, Esq Attorney $ 578.00‬
‭Firematic Refill Cylinders $ 421.00‬
‭LI Advance Publication $ 40.00‬
‭Michael’s Auto Repair Brakes $ 576.00‬
‭VFIS - LOSAP project Projections $ 500.00‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Cook, seconded by Commissioner McGarity‬
‭for $16,906.00 for the above items. All Commissioners voted in favor, except for‬
‭Commissioner Teague for the $406.00 bill for Teague Services and with the exception of‬
‭Chairman Boss for the bill of $450.‬

‭It was noted for the minutes that Commissioner Rhodes-Teague no longer has a‬
‭conflict of interest, as Teague Services has been sold.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Coluccio, seconded by Commissioner‬
‭McGarity for the acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report. All Commissioners voted in‬
‭favor.‬

‭CHIEF’S REPORT - ACTIVITY‬

‭ALARMS:‬
‭#4068 4/19/25 635 FI Blvd - Report of Smoke‬
‭#4069 4/25/25 Coops B213 - FOTS‬
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‭#4070 4/29/25 564 Driftwood - Automatic Alarms‬
‭#4071 5/1/25 Beach Hill Walk - Walkway fire‬
‭#4072 5/1/25 55 Pickety Ruff - Leaking gas connection‬
‭#4073 5/9/25 MA Cherry Grove Ice Palace - nothing showing #4074 5/11/25 MA‬
‭Cherry Grove Belvedere Hotel - nothing showing #4075 5/15/25 548‬
‭Beachcomber - Dryer lint smoke‬
‭#4076 5/15/25 36 FI Blvd - FOTS (food on stove)‬

‭DRILLS:‬
‭#1365 4/19/25 Review of Whyte Hall, Coops, Pantry‬
‭#1366 4/23/25 Wednesday Drill - 2 & 10‬
‭#1367 5/3/25 Marine Drill w/SCPD and East Islip‬
‭#1368 5/4/25 Yaphank Class A structure‬
‭#1369 5/14/25 Wednesday Drill - 2 & 10‬

‭MEETINGS:‬
‭#1483 4/19/25 Department Meeting‬
‭#1484 5/3/25 Department Meeting‬
‭#1485 5/10/25 PESH‬
‭#1486 5/10/25 Spring Meeting‬

‭WORK DETAIL:‬
‭#1378 4/19/25 Repack all 5’ on 5-28-1 and 5-28-4‬

‭MEMBERSHIP STATUS:‬
‭Keith Connor Beutel & Christian Halpin finishing up FF1‬
‭Robert Liquori - Probation ended‬
‭C. Teague & A. Gam - awaiting physical‬
‭S. Kolb, K Call, C Navas - physical complete‬
‭M. Schiavone - awaiting physical and needs a final vote from Commissioners‬
‭Richard Barry - request to return to Active Status‬

‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Rhodes-Teague, seconded by Commissioner‬
‭McGarity for the approval of Michael Schiavone as a firefighter. All Commissioners voted in‬
‭favor.‬

‭REQUESTS/COMMENTS:‬
‭1 Recruiting - We have one applicant that still needs to go through the process. Another‬
‭recruiting event will take place Memorial Day Weekend.‬
‭2‬‭Sexual‬‭Harassment‬‭and‬‭PESH‬‭training‬‭is‬‭completed.‬‭All‬‭but‬‭4‬‭firefighters‬‭completed‬‭both.‬
‭All‬ ‭but‬ ‭six‬ ‭Auxiliary‬ ‭Members‬ ‭completed‬ ‭Sexual‬ ‭Harassment‬ ‭training.‬ ‭All‬ ‭Three‬ ‭District‬
‭Mechanics completed the Sexual Harassment Training.‬
‭3. Uniforms and Turn Out Gear - both sets of gear are in, except boots and one helmet.‬
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‭Masks to be ordered after the Mask Fit Test.‬
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‭4. Chief’s Radios need to be reprogrammed. Frank Silsdorf is coming to repair them. 5.‬
‭Discussion - Firehouse arrangement and need for space, gear and equipment. We discussed‬
‭gear racks. Best solution is to buy two sets of three wall mounted gear racks. We had‬
‭approved previously $2,000.00. The two sets of three wall mounted gear racks with shipping‬
‭should be approximately $4,500.00‬

‭MOTION MADE for $4,500.00 for two sets of three wall mounted gear racks by‬
‭Commissioner Coluccio, seconded by Commissioner McGarity. All Commissioners voted in‬
‭favor.‬

‭6. Discussion of Equipment Labels‬
‭7. Purchase Requests -‬

‭Batteries for flashlights - 5 at $46.79, total of $233.95‬
‭5‬‭Pagers‬‭(Minitor‬‭VII)‬‭with‬‭2‬‭year‬‭warranty‬‭-‬‭$388.80‬‭each,‬‭total‬‭of‬‭$1,944.00‬
‭Log‬‭Books‬‭-‬‭only‬‭one‬‭blank‬‭red‬‭alarm‬‭book‬‭and‬‭three‬‭drill‬‭books‬‭left.‬‭$800.00‬
‭Wire cutters $320.00 (20 pair)‬
‭Two lengths of 5 inch hose, one 100 ft and one 50 ft, total $1,723.00‬
‭Three eyeglass kits for AV2000 (3 firefighters), total $210.00‬
‭Eyeglass kit and lens replacement - Cohen - $250.00‬
‭TIC not repairable. Suggest purchasing 4 Thermal Imagers. $874.00 each‬

‭Total of $3,496.00‬
‭Rear Rack for ATV - $209.00‬
‭Gear Bags - need at least 10 at $90 each, total of $900.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Chairman Boss, seconded by Commissioner Rhodes-Teage‬
‭in the amount of $12,000.00 to include the above mentioned items, plus shipping. All‬
‭Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭8. Buildings - Battery on Annex door needs to be changed, Garden hose at Old FH‬
‭missing.‬

‭9. Open items (previously approved.)‬
‭Gear cleaning and repair for $5,250.00. Twelve sets already cleaned, two more batches‬

‭to go, awaiting coordination with the Cleaning Company.‬
‭Gloves - $3,325 (awaiting sizes for new members)‬
‭Bunker Gear - $13,450 (pending grant) District wanted to hold off until May. Two sets for‬

‭Beutel and Halpin. Would like to order upon completion of FF1 or sooner. SCBA Bottles‬
‭$3,560.00 budgeted (pending grant) District wanted to hold off until May. PLEASE NOTE - one‬
‭45 minute bottle has been retired (Ser #IL467162)‬

‭Uniforms $2,400.00 (for Beutel & Halpin)‬

‭10. AED Battery will be needed. $525.00 cost.‬
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‭MOTION MADE by Commissioner Rhodes-Teague, seconded by Chairman Boss‬
‭for the purchase of AED Battery for LIFEPAK 1000. All Commissioners voted in favor.‬

‭11. Conversation regarding AA meeting dates at firehouse.‬

‭COMMITTEE REPORTS -‬

‭Insurance & LOSAP - Commissioner Coluccio‬
‭There is a question if the LOSAP census was ever completed for VFIS. Commissioner‬

‭Coluccio will check with Steven House from VFIS to see what is going on. Will make‬
‭arrangements with Bob Craig, our District Accountant to speak at the next meeting.‬

‭GROUNDS & PR - Commissioner McGarity‬
‭There was a discussion regarding the quotes received for a buildings’ condition‬

‭assessment. We had a quote from House Masters in the amount of $2,800.00 and a quote from‬
‭H2M Projects in the amount of $9,900.00. After lengthy conversation -‬

‭MOTION MADE by Chairman Boss, seconded by Commissioner Rhodes-Teage for the‬
‭expenditure of $9,900.00 to H2M Projects for buildings to be inspected. Commissioner Cook‬
‭and McGarity voted in favor. Commissioner Coluccio voted “no”.‬

‭NOTE FOR THE MINUTES at 2:55 p.m. Commissioner Coluccio had to leave the meeting.‬

‭We further discussed some quotes on generators for buildings. Unfortunately, people‬
‭are only quoting for the parts and not installation of the generators. Commissioner McGarity will‬
‭look into this further.‬

‭ALARMS, ISO, OSHA Changes, Reconciliations - Commissioner Rhodes-Teague‬

‭All Bank reconciliations were completed up to April 30, 2025. Pink sheets from‬
‭10/27/24, 4/19/25 - 5/15/25 were reviewed.‬

‭With regards to OSHA nothing is moving at the present time.‬

‭APPARATUS, EQUIPMENT, RADIOS - CHAIRMAN BOSS‬

‭A trip is being planned to inspect the new truck. The vendor can meet with former Chief‬
‭Geiman and District Mechanic Ferchett on June 4th, 2025. Both District representatives will‬
‭leave on June 3 and return on June 5th.‬

‭MOTION MADE by Chairman Boss, seconded by Commissioner Cook in the amount of‬
‭$6,000.00 to cover the payroll expense for our District Mechanic, the airfare, lodging and‬
‭meals‬
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‭for both the District Mechanic and Truck Chairman Geiman. Commissioner Rhodes-Teague &‬
‭McGarity voted in favor.‬

‭BUDGET & RECORDS - COMMISSIONER COOK‬

‭A letter from Suffolk County PD of May 9th, 2025 regarding radios was discussed.‬
‭Commissioner Cook will sign off on it and send it back.‬

‭OLD/NEW BUSINESS‬

‭Commissioner Cook asked if it would be permissible for the local Canasta group to meet‬
‭upstairs at the firehouse on Tuesday nights this summer. After a conversation it was determined‬
‭the Chairman Boss will have a conversation with Bob Fuchs, Esq. on how to handle this. The‬
‭only group that currently meets in the firehouse is AA, who carries their own insurance policy to‬
‭cover the Fire District for liability purposes.‬

‭MEETING ADJOURNED AT 3:23 P.M.‬


