FIRE ISLAND PINES FIRE DISTRICT
COMMISSIONER MEETING May 16, 2026
Fire Island Pines Fire House

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN RHODES-TEAGE AT 12 P.M.
Pledge of Allegiance recited by all, followed by a moment of silence.

Present:

Holly Rhodes-Teague, Chair
Eugene Cook, Vice-Chair
Joseph Micheels

Walter Boss

Robert McGarity

Richard Barry, Secretary
Robert Marzella, Treasurer
Jordan Cohen, Chief

A presentation was made by Frank Gusmano, financial planner from Sagemark
Consulting. He discussed our investments in our LOSAP plan, and made some suggestions for
the future. He reviewed our contributions to the Hero Plus Plan and our payments to VFIS for
the plan. Currently our investment values are 50% in the Hero Plus Plan and the other 50% in
more conservative investments. However, our current instructions are a 60/40 split.

We will need to present a Letter of Instruction to VFIS if we are interested in maintaining
our investments in a 50/50 split. *** SEE MOTIONS PAGE *** We are currently in a moderately
aggressive investment strategy for our LOSAP plan. Discussion was had regarding different
options.

Commissioner Cook also advised the Board that he will be signing the documentation for
VFIS of our new benefit package that was voted by the community last year. The original will be
sent to VFIS and a copy will be uploaded to the cloud.

Next we had a presentation by David Beatty on how to promote fire safety,and his ideas
on how to use his services in the community. It was expressed that the District cannot endorse
any specific vendor on doing work in the community.

SECRETARY REPORT -

There was an email exchange to approve the shipping of 5-28-10 off the beach for
repairs. *** See Motions Page ***

Advised the Board that we have submitted the original bill of Grant Guys to FEMA for
reimbursement of $1,500.00.



Discussed the meeting minutes of April 11 and 24th. *** See Motions Page ***

TREASURER’'S REPORT -

Invoiced the Town of Brookhaven for the Water Island contract. Funds should arrive
shortly. We have received approximately half of our tax proceeds.

Discussed Profit & Loss Budget versus Actual; also a proposal for a payroll company. It
was decided to ask for some references from the vendor, to perhaps use starting January 2027.

Discussed bills that needed motions. *** See Motions Page ***

CHIEF'S REPORT -

ALARMS/DRILLS/MEETING/WORK SCHEDULE

ALARMS
4-13-26
4-15-26

4-18-26
5-7-26
5-15-26

DRILLS
4-18-26
4-22-26
4-25-26
5-6-26

#4076
#4077

#4078
#4079
#4080

#1417
#1418
#1419
#1421

WORK DETAILS

4-16-26
SAME DAY
5-2-26

MEETINGS
4-18-26
4-25-26
5-2-26
5-2-26
5-2-26
5-16-26

#1391

#1392

#1502
#1503
#1504
#1505
#1506
#1507

AUTO ALARM — COOPS — CONSTRUCTION
OUTSIDE FIRE — SMALL WOODCHIPPER ON FIRE —
EXTINGUISHED BY OWNER

AUTO ALARM - 616 SHORE - FOTS

MUTUAL AID — DAVIS PARK — FALSE TRIP

AUTO ALARM — COOPS — STEAM FROM SHOWER

DRILL #2 — SMOKE HOUSE - OLD FIRE HOUSE

ALT DRILL #1 — 5-28-2 PUMP OVERVIEW / 5-28-4 OVERVIEW
DRILL #3 — MUTUAL AID DRILL WITH OBPFD, AND POW FD
ALT DRILL #2 — HOSE HANDLING

LDH FROM EIFD TO FIPFD — 5-28-5 DROVE OFF AND ON IN

WORK DETAIL — RESCUE BAGS

GENERAL MEETING

GENERAL MEETING

SPRING MEETING / LUNCH

OFFICERS MEETING

PESH / SEXUAL HARASSMENT
PHYSICALS / MASK FIT / MEASUREMENTS



4-26-26 YAPHANK — TAX PAYER

MEMBERSHIP STATUS
Received Pager back from Navas
Former Chief Merker has requested Inactive life status
Lenny Vanella requested a leave of absence due to family health issues

REQUESTS/COMMENTS

1 8 Motorola R5 radios have been delivered

2 Status of 5-28-1 handles discussion

3 The generator did not start last week. Maybe due to transfer switch

4 Need caps for winch hitches on #1

5 Update on 5-28-10

6 Requesting purchase of 100 length of 1-34" hose for trashline on 5-28-1
*** See Motion Page ***

7 Probationary shields were approved last meeting

8 FF Buetel will use former FF boots for time being.

9 Old portable pump, 22’ ladder and 5-28-4 fiberglass ladder, was discussed whether to

auction off, but with the expense of shipping off the beach. It was decided to see if other

departments on FI can use this equipment and we will donate to them. *** See Motion Page ***

10 Discussed a donation from Brendan (electrician) of a car to be used for drill. The District

would need to expend funds to transport the vehicle off the beach and send it to the junkyard.

We will table for the next meeting.

11 Discussed ferry transportation for firefighters who need to take exams in Yaphank.

12 Discussed AA asking for extra dates this season. Sunday July 19, July 27-29, August
2-5, August 30th. We will see if we can have a member or aux member open and close.

13 Special Ferry for Firefighter taking FF1 exam and practical exams. Need ferry on 5/28

5/30, 5/31, 6/7, 6/13(final exam) *** See Motions Page ***

14 Could we cut bamboo by the Annex on the corner

15 Discussed Asst 2nd chief’s transportation.
16 5-28-4 - light by license plate was damaged. - was put in log book
17 Request for a long sleeve dress shirt. *** See Motions page ***

COMMITTEE REPORTS -
Alarms, 1SO, Reconciliations - Chairperson Rhodes-Teague

Pink sheets have been received up to 5/16/26; bank reconciliations have been
completed up until April 30, 2026. Reviewed also by Commissioner Cook.

GROUNDS - Commissioner Micheels

Received a quote for lumber for decking for Annex in the back and the stringers.



Discussed propane enclosure shed. RFP went to several vendors(Lopez, Kohlhepp).
Received quotes from 7,500 up to 22,500. It was suggested that we discuss further since we
have building renovation coming up.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS

Commissioner McGarity spoke about the snow removal termination, gave a timeline of meeting
with other neighboring towns, and spoke of a timeline for termination with Brookhaven, would
need 90 days. Attorney Fuchs will be reviewing the sublease and insurance policy.

We have LKMA contract for architectural services . Bromley Calderi will be the sub architect,
still awaiting their contract.. When we receive both contracts, it will be circulated to Board
Members.

We have a timeline from Bond Attorney. We need to have a SEQRA study, which may delay our
process. We need to have that before going to the community for a bond vote. We will be
checking with the Permit expediter to find out when the Town meets to approve or disapprove
SEQRA deadline. Discussed timeline for bond vote and publication dates. It was decided that
at the public meeting, Commissioner McGarity would speak for the Board, along with Munistat
representative, Scott Bromley, and a representative from LKMA. A design of the layout will be
forthcoming shortly.

CHAIRPERSON RHODES-TEAGUE ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 2:50 P.M..



COMMISSIONER MEETING MOTIONS OF 5/16/26

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER COOK, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
MICHEELS to change our LOSAP investment strategy from 60/40 VFIS fixed income/Hero Plus
Plan to 50/50, VFIS fixed income and Hero Plus Plan. All Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER BOSS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
MICHEELS to spend up to $500 for the shipment of vehicle 5-28-10 off the beach. All
Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER MICHEELS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
MCGARITY to accept the April 11, 2026 meeting minutes. All Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER MCGARITY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
COOK to accept the April 24, 2026 meeting minutes. All Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY CHAIRPERSON RHODES-TEAGUE, seconded by
COMMISSIONER COOK and approved by all Commissioners for the expenditure of $25,067.00
for the following:

Craig, Fitzsimmons & Meyer Audit Fee $11,865.00
NAPA Auto Parts $ 818.00
Robert Fuchs, Esq Legal $ 2,269.00
All American Awards & Uniforms Plagues Annual Dinner $  483.00
Coastline Freight Shipping $ 123.00
Integrated Wireless Radios $ 6,563.00
Sayville Ferry Training Special Ferry $ 250.00
LI Advance Renewal Publication $ 40.00
Walter Boss, Inc Open 32 Lonehill $ 450.00
Pines Pantry Supplies/election catering $  443.00
Coastline Freight Equipment Freight $ 132.00
Long Island Plumbing Open Old Firehouse $ 481.00
Home Depot Lights - additional monies $  196.00
Coastline Freight Ship 5-28-10 $ 500.00
Joseph Geiman Postage dinner invites $ 39.00
Weeks & Reichel Printing Printing Invites $ 415.00

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER COOK, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
BOSS to accept the Treasurer’s report. All Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER MICHEELS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
MCGARITY for up to $450.00 for the purchase of trashline hose. All Commissioners voted in
favor.



MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER MICHEELS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
BOSS to see if any neighboring FlI fire departments could use either the old portable pump, the
22’ ladder in old firehouse or the fiberglass ladder next to 5-28-4. These excess items would
then be donated to those fire districts. All Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY CHAIRPERSON RHODES-TEAGUE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER BOSS in the amount up to $1,250.00 for Special Ferry transportation for
Firefighters. All Commissioners voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER MICHEELS, SECONDED BY CHAIRPERSON
RHODES-TEAGUE in an amount up to $100 for a long sleeve dress shirt. All Commissioners
voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY CHAIRPERSON RHODES-TEAGUE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER BOSS in an amount up to $300 for decking at the annex. All Commissioners
voted in favor.

MOTION MADE BY COMMISSIONER MCGARITY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
COOK, that if Attorney Fuchs, approves the termination agreement and sublease, that one of
the Board members will sign off on the legal document.. All Commissioners voted in favor. .

RESOLUTION
FIRE ISLAND PINES FIRE DISTRICT
FIREHOUSE RENOVATION

WHEREAS, the Fire Island Pines Fire District has previously established a capital reserve fund
pursuant to Section 6-g of the General Municipal Law designated as the Fire Island
Pines Fire District Capital Reserve Fund, maintained in appropriate accounts for lawful
capital purposes;

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners has determined that certain architectural,
engineering, expediting, filing, and related pre-construction professional services are
necessary in connection with the proposed firehouse renovation project in order to meet
the emergency services needs of the residents of the Fire Island Pines Fire District;

WHEREAS, the estimated cost for such architectural, engineering, expediting, filing,
and related professional services and deposits is $87,937.00;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to Section 6-g of the General Municipal Law
and all other applicable laws, that the Board of Fire Commissioners hereby authorizes the

expenditure of up to $87,937.00 from the Fire Island Pines Fire District Capital Reserve
Fund for architectural, engineering, expediting, filing, and related professional services



associated with the proposed firehouse renovation project;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Fire Commissioners anticipates that the Fire
District may thereafter seek voter approval for bond financing for said project, and the
Fire District may reimburse the Capital Reserve Fund from the proceeds of any such
bonds to the extent permitted by law and pursuant to any bond resolution thereafter
duly adopted,;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is adopted subject to permissive
referendum pursuant to Section 6-g of the General Municipal Law;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fire District Secretary is hereby authorized and directed
to publish and post notice of adoption of this resolution in accordance with Section 6-g
of the General Municipal Law.

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call the
vote was as follows:

Chairperson Rhodes-Teague YES
Commissioner Boss YES
Commissioner Cook YES
Commissioner McGarity YES
Commissioner Micheels YES

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

Dated: May 16, 2026



